Leisure Studies Aim Higher – The next step – accommodation
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Where you live in your first year at university will have a big impact on how well you settle in and isn’t a choice to be taken lightly. It is important that you research what is on offer and what accommodation will suit your needs and budget.

HALLS OF RESIDENCE

First year in halls

Many universities and colleges guarantee accommodation for first year students, but it’s vital that you return your booking forms before the deadline set by the individual institution. Check the prospectus for your universities policy. Average price is £800 per term.

Halls are great for four reasons: 

1) You don’t have to go househunting
2) You stand a good chance of meeting lots of new people
3) Most halls offer a good standard of security
4) You won’t have to pay rent over the summer



LIVING OUT

If you can’t get into halls or you would simply rather live out, most universities and colleges provide special services to help students (especially freshers) find somewhere to live. Speak to your accommodation office. 


Which student hall of residence should I go for?

Before signing up to a hall of residence , there are several things you should be aware of.


Rent
Is your student loan enough to cover your rent? Do you need extra cash to cover the difference? Chances are, your student loan will not stretch to paying your rent. Do the maths before you sign and figure out where you will find the extra money needed.
Extras not covered in the rent
What exactly is included in your rent? Will you have to pay for utility bills on top? Some private halls of residence now charge utility bills independently of the rent. What about services like broadband internet connection in your room, is it included in your package, or do you have to pay a supplement every week? Make sure you know the answer to these questions.

Length of your contract
Some private halls of residence offer a long contract, covering summer holidays (51 weeks or so contracts). Do you really want to commit yourself to staying in your hall of residence over the summer holidays? This option might be attractive, for example, if you are an international student planning to stay in the UK during the summer, but might not suit everybody. For example, staying on a shorter contract and coming home during the summer might save you a bundle.

Utilities
Sharing a kitchen or a bathroom is a great way to meet people. Students in en-suite accommodation may find themselves lonely at times! Don't be tempted by luxurious self-contained pads with your own bathroom or kitchen, if you want to make loads of new friends quickly. The people you share a kitchen with at university sometimes end up being your life-long friends!

Location
You need to think about how long it is going to take to travel to university or college and back. How are you going to actually get there? Can you take the bus? And how far is the hall from the city centre? Can you go on an evening out and use public transport to go back to your hall? It's important to think about how safe you would feel walking alone at night back to your hall of residence. If you have a car, you may want to find out whether there is parking facilities.

Facilities
Is there a supermarket nearby? Food is the one commodity you can't do without. Popping out to a corner shop might prove expensive in the long run to get your daily supplies of cadbury chocolate. We recommend you use bigger supermarkets to stock up on cheaper food.

University halls or private halls?
When looking for accommodation, you will come across very glossy brochures from private halls of residence like Unite, Cosmopolitan, Jarvis UPP, Liberty Living, etc. Private providers are increasingly present in the student market and will tempt you with offer of ensuite-bathrooms, broadband internet and pictures of beautiful and giggly students. Be aware that private halls of residence are usually more expensive than university ones. However, they do tend to be more modern and have more facilities. The choice is up to you, but make sure you know what's included in your rent and what is not, and how long your contract is.

Signing up to a university hall of residence should not be taken lightly, once you sign your contract, you are bound by it. When you sign an agreement for a place in halls you are committed to staying in that hall of residence for the length of the agreement (this is usually the case at most universities and colleges, but please refer to your contract for further details). If you decide to leave halls, therefore, you will still generally be liable for rent until another student takes up your room. Some students drop out of university and then figure out they are still liable to pay their rent in their previous place of study. Make sure this does not happen to you.
Now look at your first and second choice universities website and find the accommodation section. Check the halls of residence for :

· Rent

· Location/Distance from university

· What is included in the price/facilities available

· Date you need to respond by

· Length of contract

