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Throughout Britain May Day has been celebrated with festivals every year for many years.  Although it is not as popular as it once was in a lot of small town’s people still celebrate it today.  People will all join together and go out into the pubs and party into the street.   However, the festivals once became so out of control that in 1644 Puritans tried to make the day illegal, including banning making maypoles.     
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Traditionally the dancing was done by women but has now become a popular children's activity.   . Each child holds one of the coloured ribbons and circles the maypole with a hopping, skipping step. Some of the children dance in one direction while others dance the opposite way around the pole, changing their direction at carefully chosen moments. As they dance, the children pass each other until the ribbons are plaited together and wrapped tightly around the Maypole. When the circle is as small as it can be, the dance is reversed and the ribbons unwind until the dancers come back to their starting places.  Back when May Day was first established it would be young single men and women who would hold the ribbons and was used as a court ship dance.  








Morris dancing was also done on May Day, which is an old form of folk dance dating back to the Middle Ages.   


 








