

The Rushcart grew into a festival which was held on the annual "Wakes" or mill holiday which often coincided with the feast of the saint to whom the local Parish Church is dedicated.
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What Happens Now?
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Every village or hamlet would build a Rushcart and each would try to out-do the neighbouring villages by building a bigger or more elaborate structure, with the front covered by a sheet decorated with tinsel and artificial flowers








The whole procession was drawn by hauling on poles or "stangs" fixed to the cart by strong ropes and was accompanied by music and, very often, the local Morris side.








Saturday morning, the front is dressed with a decorated banner.  A man chosen from the ranks of Saddleworth Morris Men sits astride the Rushcart for the day, supplied with ale in a copper kettle








The rushes are taken from the surrounding moors (with the blessing of the National Trust) and built onto a two-wheeled cart in a slightly conical shape thirteen feet high weighing about two tons.








The Rushcart is then pulled through the villages of Saddleworth by morris men invited from all over Britain and, sometimes, from overseas. 150 men pull on the "stangs" fixed to strong rope which, in turn, is fixed to the cart. 








On Sunday, the Rushcart is taken to a church where the top is dismantled; the rushes are mixed with fragrant herbs and flowers and then symbolically spread in the aisles. After the service there is an afternoon's entertainment with displays of English male traditional dance, musicianship, gurning (face-pulling), clog-stepping, a competition to find the worst singer and weather permitting wrestling competition. 











