AIMHIGHER PROJECT

1. At which university are you studying? What is your university like? What is the town/city like? Would you recommend it? (Why/Why not? To whom?)

	I am studying at the University of Manchester. It is most definitely one of the traditional ‘redbrick’ universities, and so if hands-on teaching and guidance is the things for you, then Manchester University isn’t the one for you. 
The university is however a great place to study; and it has a very good reputation. The lecturers and academic staff are most certainly at the very top of their field, with many writing the texts that I study from. If you’re looking to be taught by experts then Manchester is a place you should consider.
The campus being a city campus is as you would expect, large but short on recreational space. However, being in the city centre far outweighs any of the other downsides.
I’m sure most of you will know what Manchester is like as a city, but I can confirm that it probably has some of the best shopping and nights out in the UK and certainly in the North West. You would be hard pressed to find something that didn’t suit your tastes.



2. What course are you studying? Is it what you expected? Would you recommend it?

	I am on an LL.B Law course which is a three year course. As previously mentioned Manchester being a traditional university you are expected to do a lot of independent work and study which may well come as a shock to you given the structured learning environment present at the college.
My course consists of 6 modules per semester with 3 lectures per week in each module for 10 weeks; which is in addition to a fortnightly seminar on each topic. All told that’s 10/11 hours teaching per week, and that will not be enough to pass you your exams. You must be prepared to be only given the basic outline of a topic in lectures, and then you will be expected to do your own reading around that subject.
This is visible in seminars when you will not simply be taught such as in college, but rather be expected to come prepared to discuss issues fully, which have been set in advance. 
Although the teaching style may well come as a shock first, provided you are committed to your course, want to succeed and you can find a balance between work and play then you will be fine. The independent work is more than worth it when you get a good degree from a top university.



3. Is the social life good? Of what does it consist?

	The social life at the university and in the city itself is really good. It’s all at your feet to be honest, with loads of choice, and it’s up to you how much you get involved.
As well as the city centre itself which is full of a huge array of different clubs, pubs and bars, the university campus also offers several bars serving drinks at a reduced rate.

University is obviously a very sociable place and you will meet loads of new people very quickly within those first few weeks, who will probably become close friends very quickly.
There are also loads of activities, clubs and associations for you to join if you wish, covering all interests really, so I’m sure you’ll find something to suit your tastes. 
In all the social life is great, provided you take advantage of it, which I advise you all to do. You just need to develop the ability the find a balance between that and your working life.



4. How have you found managing your finances? Any useful tips?

	Finances can obviously be a huge problem for many students, but provided you have a clear idea of how things are going to work before you go to university, you should be fine.
Think about how much you are going to need to spend in an average week, and were the money will come from, as well as discussing it with your parents. Don’t leave making plans until you arrive at uni.
As hard as it may be at first I think you do have to set yourself a realistic budget, and don’t just think to yourself you will get a job so it will be fine. Although getting a job with a few hours a week maybe OK, there is no way you can devote the time needed to a degree course, enjoy a good social life, and work nearly a full working week, and achieve your maximum potential in all of them.
Overall, be sensible and plan and think ahead.


5. Anything else we should know? Anything you would have liked to have known before attending your university/course?

	I think the main points to make is that be prepared for a radical departure from what you are use to at college, both in an academic and social sense.
To any AS students reading this, I would say that the most important thing is to think very carefully about what course and which uni you want to go to. Make sure you start researching both thoroughly and early. It will be a big financial and time commitment for three or fours years of your life, and the last thing you want to arrive on fresher’s week and feel you have made a mistake; but provided you research well and visit the uni’s all should be fine. 

Finally, although you may only need a certain percentage to pass the first year, and you think it doesn’t count and so therefore you don’t have to work that hard, don’t make that mistake. Although uni is there to be enjoyed, it is so much more competitive to get a good job after your degree; and so as a result first grades can often be the determining factors for potential employers when faced with similar candidates.

Overall, just enjoy the great time which uni has to offer.



