AIMHIGHER PROJECT

1. At which university are you studying? What is your university like? What is the town/city like? Would you recommend it? (Why/Why not? To whom?)

	I am studying at Durham University, which is considered to be a traditional university, similar in some respects to Oxford and Cambridge because it is based on the ‘collegiate’ (meaning that you have to apply to both the University and a college) model.  It is often considered to be the University where all the Oxford and Cambridge rejects go!  However, I’ve found that this is not entirely the case – although the entry requirements for most courses at Durham are high, this does not mean that it is a completely ‘elitist’ University.  Certainly, there are people who applied to Oxford and Cambridge and got rejected, but I haven’t found this to be a problem, or a disadvantage to myself!

Durham itself is quite small, considering it is a city.  Nevertheless, Newcastle is only 15 minutes away by train, so if Durham starts feeling a bit too claustrophobic, you can always escape to a more ‘cosmopolitan’ city (with more shops!)

I would recommend Durham to people who are prepared to work hard, but perhaps would feel daunted at the prospect of living in a big city.  However, I feel that you can get the best of both worlds at Durham – living in a relatively small city, but close enough to a bigger city. Durham really is a beautiful and quite picturesque city, a wonderful place to live and study, so personally I’d recommend it!




2. What course are you studying? Is it what you expected? Would you recommend it?

	I’m studying a joint degree in English Literature and Music.  In some ways, it is what I expected, because the course is quite challenging – but I’ve found Music quite different, because you learn completely new things, and therefore it seems quite a ‘leap’ from A-Level work.

I’d recommend the course I’m studying to anyone who has a passion for both subjects and can’t decide between them, because you can carry on enjoying both subjects, and often get to choose the modules that interest you the most.




3. Is the social life good? Of what does it consist?

	Social life in Durham is pretty good, considering it’s quite a small place!  I’ve found it easy to establish a network of friends within college and socialise in the college bar, JCR (Junior Common Room), or even just on the corridors/landings where you live! But there’s also the opportunity to make friends with people on your courses.  Or join one of the many clubs and societies - anything from sports, music, or otherwise that are on offer (the wine society seems quite popular!) Certainly Durham is big on sport, so there are lots of opportunities to play all kinds of sports, and on different levels – for leisure, playing for college teams, or even University teams.

Durham isn’t known for nightlife, but this is to be expected from a small city!  However, there are quite a few places to go to, with a wide variety of pubs and bars (including places like Wetherspoons and Walkabout) – as well as a couple of nightclubs!  And of course if you’re feeling more adventurous, you could always go to Newcastle and try the night scene there.


