AIMHIGHER PROJECT

1. At which university are you studying? What is your university like? What is the town/city like? Would you recommend it? (Why/Why not? To whom?)

	I am at Corpus Christi Cambridge. The university is spectacular, with the best facilities on offer, a copy of every book ever written with its copyright library, complimented by the faculty and the collegiate system of libraries. On top of that, the lecturers, supervisors, professors and director of studies are all the most advanced in their respective fields, and everything is relatively close together. The teaching practices involve lectures, weekly essays and themes and sources classes in History (and it’s a pretty familiar theme throughout the humanities subject), and the one-on-one weekly essays with set reading of about 5-10 books a week (full ones) its pretty demanding, but you’ll catch on and hopefully it’ll be the style for you.
Cambridge is a beautiful place, relatively small, but with lots of countryside only 15 minutes away. It has a great night life, with a pub on every corner, and a few night clubs (if that’s your bag), and a few gems for the more underground-sort-of-guy. Pretty good shopping centre, a Sainsbury’s has a monopoly on student food supplies, and there’s more bikes than people. That, and its so old, and there’s a mixture of medieval and early-modern architecture which will make you feel you’ve gone back in time, especially so when you look out of your bedroom window and can see a medieval court.
I’d recommend Cambridge to anyone. Why? If you want to study at the highest level, to live in a beautiful city for at least 3 years, and to get away just enough so you don’t go home every weekend, but at the same time want to reside within the same time-zone as your folks, it’s for you. It’s a great experience, and you’ll meet your friends who will be with you for life. It’s hard to imagine before coming how important university is, and how much of an impact it’ll have on your life, but by the end of the first term (all of which have Latin names) it’ll become apparent that you’ll remember it for life. Just make sure it’s the right choice for you.



2. What course are you studying? Is it what you expected? Would you recommend it?

	I am studying History, which spans everything from Ancient Greece to Modern Europe, with so much choice in terms of papers you can choose that your only problem is going to be deciding which 5 papers to do. Fortunately for you, there are some requirements to force your hand, with your choices having to cover: 1 pre-1750 paper, 1 post-1750 paper, 1 British Political and Constitutional Paper, 1 British Economic and Social Paper, and 1 European Paper, but the first two can be met with any of the other three criteria. I didn’t know what to expect really. I thought it would be entirely lecture based, with loads of reading. I was half right. Lectures are more of a guideline for your actual essays, which your supervisor will set, and may possibly let you have some input in what you choose to do. The core component of the History Tripos is your weekly essay. 8 per term, for all three terms of the first year, and the first two of the second. This is your learning curve, which will be assessed in the final term of your second year with examinations. 3hr exams for each of the 5 papers you choose, as well as 1 historical argument and practice exam. You also get assessed on a long themes and sources essay, which is set at the end of your first year, and is due in about February of the next year (so you have from about June to late January to do it – bags of time). Though its early days now, for your third year, you get the option of doing a dissertation. For those of you wanting as many letters after your name as there are in it, this is recommended. It gives you a solid base in going to archives, reading primary sources, and doing research work. You can go anywhere. So if you’ve got a language, and you’d like to compliment your history work with it, it’d be a great help, and the opportunities there.
Our education system involves a process of weeding out stuff you don’t want at each level. In year 10, you get to do 2 specific subjects, avoiding doing art/woodwork/or cooking every other week. At the start of college, you cut down the mass that is GCSE’s to 4/5 subjects. In your second year, you cut down further to 3 or 4. If it so happens history is still in this select few subjects that have made it through your personal clearing process, you enjoy every minute of history, all the relevant sub-branches of history (sociology would be great, economics seems to be getting more and more relevant, and politics is a must have, so if you’ve not done it, get yourself an introduction to British politics) then history is for you. Bear in mind, this is for three years of your life at least, and this will set you up with your career options, so really history should be more than a hobby, you should be passionate about it. The same goes for any other subject you wish to do. If your hearts not in it, you’ll find it hard to force yourself to meet brilliantly short deadlines, wake up for a 9 o’clock lecture, and to get to bed at the ‘right’ time to allow you to function for a day. That said, there are those who get their foot in the door, and change within the first week to something they really want. Let that bit of information calm any fears you might have that in your first week you realise you don’t want to do Anglo-Saxon, Norse and Celtic for the best part of three years. A safety net if you will. 



3. Is the social life good? Of what does it consist?

	The social life is great. There’s something for everyone. Every one of the colleges has its own bar, and pubs per Cambridge average about 1 every 4 feet. There are about 4 nightclub places, and there’s a whole array of college societies, and university-wide societies. They range from the far-fetched ones such as the Assassin’s Guild (this involves dressing up like someone in the TA, getting a super-soaker, and making a knife out of cardboard, and setting off with a picture of your target to hand, while  wearing a black bandana, walking around Cambridge. Don’t worry, its quite common, so you won’t look a complete idiot). Then you’ve got sports societies (rowing if you’d like to wake up before the sun does) and a hundred other ones. There are also great restaurants, and for the more adventurous person, London is only an hour away. Be warned. You might not want to come back. 



4. How have you found managing your finances? Any useful tips?

	At first, with so much money, and with Cambridge University operating on a cash-card system, you don’t realise how frugal you should actually be. It becomes apparent when you’re living off sausage rolls by the 6th week of your first term. That said, it’s actually pretty easy, and there’s a safety net of financial help if something out of control does happen. The best tip is balance eating in your college with buying stuff from Sainsbury’s, but you can always get stuff from restaurants about once or twice a week. Try  not to blow your student loan on CDs and DVDs right away either. If you’re entitled to a grant (which is of the tidy figure of £1000) you also get another book grant (of £150) so that can be a great help. However, with the University having every book ever written, you shouldn’t buy books unless you absolutely have to (or if you get a book grant). 8 weeks seems like a long-time, but it can go really quickly, so just make sure you have at least half of what you had at the start of the term (after rent, kitchen charges and university fees) by half way through the term. 



5. Anything else we should know? Anything you would have liked to have known before attending your university/course?

	Though the course is very demanding, you also get some free time, so make sure to bring things that can take your mind of work, like your favourite DVDs, and your favourite books. With regards to history specifically, the reading list for summer they advise is a must do. It’s important in giving you a general feel of historical writing and different themes, from the ‘Whig interpretation of history’ through Foucault and Thomas Kuhn and others (though this was specifically for Corpus, and each DOS sets their own recommended reading list). 
They weren’t joking when they said you’re going to read history. It’s all about reading. Make sure you don’t find it a chore to pour through countless books. You may just find that within your first term alone, you read more than the whole of the books in your life put together. But saying that, the amount of work is very personal, and you can find your own style of working, be it using journals, books, lecture notes, past paper questions or a combination of the lot.
I’d also suggest reading the ‘Cheeky Guide To Student Life’. Not only is it pretty cheap and funny, but it gives you a great idea of what university is like, including student archetypes and the ‘lecturing fraternity’. By the second week you’ll have spotted at least one ‘Professor Dumbledore’ and ‘Dr Love’. All the best, you’re going to love it.



